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population. It would probably be putting the estimate too
high to say that the supply of Bismarckian statesmen and
Hohenzollern sovereigns possible to be drawn from the
Junker population of Pomerania and Prussia is merely a
special case of the Malthusian law of population, but at the
same time such a view could scarcely be considered an un-
pardonable exaggeration. Prussian diplomacy and adminis-
tration has never yet lacked for material of this nature, and
'at the same time the habitual bent shown in these person-
ages whom the chance of history has thrown up into promi-
nence is precisely what one expects to come out of the cir-
cumstances whose creatures these personages are.
Prussia came to take over the hegemony of the Empire,
not because her statesmen were what they were, but be-
cause by long tradition and habit the Prussian community,
or at least its ruling class, were of such a temper as was put
in evidence by these statesmen 5 not because these person-
ages were exceptions, but because they were not. This pe-
culiar fitness and efficiency of Prussia for its place as the
sovereign state of the Empire was given by the previous
experience of the Prussian people, both in their political
life and in that social life that underlay and made possible
the political career of the Prussian State. It may have been
a difference of degree, mainly, but there was enough of a
difference between the Prussian North and the German
South and West to decide that neither Austria nor Bavaria
became the engineer, arbiter and pattern for Germany in
the Imperial era.
Many a well-meaning apologist for the German people,
since trouble and boundless odium have broken over that